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ALMOST, MAINE was developed by The Cape Cod Theatre Project.

Professional Premiere Production: Portland Stage Company,
Anita Stewart, Artistic Director, Tami Ramaker, Managing Director.

Originally produced in New York by
Jack Thomas/Bulldog Theatrical and Bruce Payne.

Original Music by Julian Fleisher

Almost, Maine is presented through special arrangement with Broadway Licensing,
LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection.

www.dramatists.com
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DIRECTOR'S NOTES

Welcome to Almost, Maine. It is a small, nondescript section of Maine,
that is as far north as an area can be while still in the United States. We
can't call it a town because the residents of Almost, have never gotten
organized enough to create an actual town. The residents there are
normal folk, struggling with the same issues experienced by many, many
people across the U.S......jobs, finances, relationships, love lost, and love
found. You will hopefully find yourself similar to one of our residents and
share in their story as Town and Country warmly presents.....Almost,
Maine.

Paul Waldowski
Director

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Production Team of ALMOST, MAINE would like to thank the
following individuals and businesses for their assistance and support in

getting this fantastic show to the stage:

Mary Jane Atkinson and the staff at the Buckingham Township Building

Kaitlyn Ardite for the show’s promo and special video effects

Pexels for the Northern Lights (aurora borealis) and shooting star videos

maxkit and QuickSounds for sound effects

Solebury Roofing Contractors, John Roach

Annalise Settefrati, Theater Production Manager

Nancy Noble, Maine Historical Society, for the Maine winter photography

Eric Storm Photo for New England Photography (FB)

The contributing photographers from the Photographers of New England
(FB)

The contributing photographers from The Maine Photography Page, a
group by Sean W. O’Connell Photography/Midcoast Maine Drone

Imagery (FB)

The contributing photographers from NASA – Space – Universe (FB)
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SCENES
ACT ONE

PROLOGUE
Ginette ......................................... Ava Echternacht
Pete ................................................. Robert Reiser

Scene 1: Her Heart
Glory .............................................. Patricia Curley
East .................................................. Robert Clark

Scene 2: Sad and Glad
Sandrine ............................................. Carly Covel
Jimmy ........................................ Riley Frankhouser
Waitress ........................................... Caitlin Davies

Scene 3: This Hurts
Marvalyn ............................................. Julie Massa
Steve .................................... Sean Matthew O’Neill

Scene 4: Getting It Back
Gayle .......................................... Kathryn Loveless
Lendall ....................................... Riley Frankhouser

INTERLOGUE
Pete ................................................. Robert Reiser

ACT TWO
Scene 5: They Fell

Shelly ......................................... Sydney Broitman
Deena .............................................. Caitlin Davies

Scene 6: Where It Went
Marci .......................................... Jennifer Pilchman
Phil ...................................................... Dave Levy

Scene 7: Story of Hope
Hope ............................................... Julie Simeone
The Man................................................ Tom Hawe

Scene 8: Seeing the Thing
Rhonda ........................................ Jackie Parzanese
Rhonda (10/22) ........................... Jennifer Pilchman
Dave .............................................. Kevin Christian

EPILOGUE
Ginette ......................................... Ava Echternacht
Pete ................................................. Robert Reiser

THE PLACE: Welcome to Almost, Maine, a place that’s so far north, it’s almost not in
the United States. It’s almost in Canada. And it’s not quite a town, because its

residents never got around to getting organized. So it almost doesn’t exist. One cold,
clear, winter night, as the northern lights hover in the star-filled sky above, the

residents of Almost, Maine, find themselves falling in and out of love in unexpected
and hilarious ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. But the bruises heal, and

the hearts mend -almost - in this delightful midwinter night’s dream.

THE TIME: The present. All events transpire over the same ten minutes – from around
8:50 to a bit after 9 p.m. – on a cold, clear, moonless, slightly surreal Friday night in

the middle of the deepest part of a Northern Maine winter.
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In Order of Appearance
Ginette Ava Echternacht

Pete Robert (Bobby) Reiser

Glory Patricia Curley

East Robert Clark

Sandrine Carly Covel

Jimmy / Lendall Riley Frankhouser

Waitress / Deena Caitlin Davies

Marvalyn Julie Massa

Steve Sean Matthew O'Neill

Gayle Kathryn Loveless

Shelly Sydney Broitman

Marci / Rhonda (10/22) Jennifer Pilchman

Phil Dave Levy

Hope Julie Simeone

The Man Tom Hawe

Rhonda Jackie Parzanese

Dave Kevin Christian

CAST
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Production Team
Director Paul Waldowski

Producer Anne Hauck

Stage Manager Jessa Casner

Set Design Jon Knapp

Scenic Design Barb Emch

Sound Design Jim McIntosh

Lighting & Sound Design Walter Hauck

Voice Overs Meg Waldowski

Lighting Technician Anne Hauck

Sound Technicians Nancy Ridgeway
Tammy Tuckey

Original Music by Julian Fleisher

Program Kim O'Byrne
Jean Laustsen
Eric Raymond

Program Art Design Jill Brown

PRODUCTION/CREATIVE

See A Show For Free!

Interested in seeing Town & Country shows for FREE? Each show requires
a staff of five "Front-of-the-House" volunteers.

We are always looking for ushers (to help people find their seats and pass
out programs), raffle sellers (to offer patrons the opportunity to buy raffle
tickets and win a prize), and parkers (to help direct patrons as they park

in our parking field).

No prior experience is necessary as you will be trained before you're put
to work. It's a great way to get to know T&C from the inside. The best
part of these Front-of-the-House volunteer spots is that they earn you

tickets to see our shows for FREE!!

Visit the Town & Country website and choose "Volunteer" under the "Get
Involved" tab for more information.
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WHO'S WHO

Ava Echternacht as Ginette

Ava is very excited to be in her first show at Town and Country
Players! Her previous theater credits include The Wedding Singer
(Ensemble), The Diary of Anne Frank (Miep Gies), Big Fish
(Ensemble), and Much Ado About Nothing (Verges). Ava would like to
thank her family, friends, teachers, and the rest of the cast and crew of
Almost, Maine. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Robert (Bobby) Reiser as Pete

Robert is excited to be in his first show at T&C! He has been a part of
many other shows off and on stage. Most recently as Joey in Newtown
Arts Company’s production of Sister Act. Robert also serves on the
Board of Directors at NAC. Thank you for coming and enjoy the show!

Patricia Curley as Glory

Tricia is thrilled to be part of this production! Previous shows include
Oklahoma! (Laurey), Young Frankenstein (Inga), Guys & Dolls
(Sarah). A heartfelt thank you to her family for their love & support
always - and to her friends for their laughter & kindness. A special
thank you to her scene partner & boyfriend, Rob - a heart is in good
hands with you around!

Robert Clark as East

Rob is thrilled to be back at the barn! In his first time on the T&C
stage, Rob met the love of his life; in his second, he gets to share the
stage with her! Crazy. While theatre is a joy, Rob considers his
greatest passion to be the relationships he shares with others. Rob
would like to thank them all—his parents, siblings, Tricia and Hiccup
especially—for their unconditional love and support.

Carly Covel as Sandrine

Carly is a Philly area teaching artist, props master, choreographer and
social media content curator. Some of her favorite performances
include: Dot, Mrs. California, Elizabeth, Frankenstein, Molly Aster,
Peter and the Starcatcher, and Elizabeth Proctor, The Crucible. She
sends her gratitude to her family & husband, Michael for their constant
support in her pursuit of artistry.
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WHO'S WHO

Riley Frankhouser as Jimmy / Lendall

Riley is thrilled to be a part of his first T&C production! Previous
favorite credits include Peter in Peter and the Starcatcher, Richard
Hannay in The 39 Steps, Ken in Red, Leaf Coneybear in The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee and Preston in the award-
winning film Aghast! He would like to thank his family and friends for
all of their love and support!

Caitlin Davies as Waitress / Deena

Caitlin is excited to be back on the T&C stage! Previous T&C credits
include: the 2023 One Act Festival, Young Frankenstein, and Puffs
(Cedric/Voldy). When not onstage, you can find her slinging beer at
Warwick Farm Brewing. Thanks to Paul, Anne, Jessa and the entire
production team! Congrats to the entire cast on a wonderful show!
Much love to Mom, Dad, Jack and Harry.

Julie Massa as Marvalyn

Julie is happy to be spending fall celebrating all of the different and
wonderful sides of love. Some previous roles at T&C include Leanne
in PUFFS, Ursula/Postulant in The Sound of Music, and Congregant in
The Hunchback of Notre Dame. Love and thanks always to David,
Henry, and Graham.

Sean Matthew O'Neill as Steve

Sean is thrilled to be back on stage with T&C! Last seen as Mr. Mayor
in Seussical the Musical, other credits include Next to Normal (Dr.
Fine/Dr. Madden), Clue: On Stage (Mr. Green), and Seminar (Martin),
among others. Thank you to my friends and family for their love and
constant support.

Kathryn Loveless as Gayle

Kathryn is excited to appear in her second show at T&C having just
played Mollie in The Mousetrap. Though new to T&C, she is no
stranger to acting. Recent roles include: Woman Who Fakes Caring
about Day Job, Young Adult Definitely Not Having a Breakdown, and
Partner Pretending Her Boyfriend is Funny. Thanks to Paul, Anne,
Jessa and the entire cast and crew for the chance to expand her
repertoire.
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WHO'S WHO

Sydney Broitman as Shelly

Sydney is so excited to make her official Town and Country Main
Stage debut with Almost, Maine! Sydney is honored to visit Almost,
ME again, in a completely new role! Sydney would like to thank her
amazing scene partner Caitlin, for being such a great actor and friend.
Sydney would also like to thank the production team, her family and
fiancé Patrick. She hopes you enjoy this lovely show!

Jennifer Pilchman as Marci / Rhonda (10/22)

Jennifer is excited to make her T&C debut! Her favorite roles include:
Camila (In the Heights), Caroline (Titanic: The Musical), Gooch
(Mame), and Joanne (RENT). Thanks to Paul for taking a chance on
me. Thanks to Dave and Kevin for being wonderful to work with.
Thank you also to Anne, Jessa, Meg, and this lovely cast and crew of
talented individuals for welcoming me into the T&C family

Dave Levy as Phil

Dave is an actor, comedic improvisor and 5th grade teacher. This is
his 15th show at T&C. Last seen in Spamalot, he dedicates his
performance in Almost, Maine to his first-ever T&C Director, Elliot
Simmons, who passed away recently. Elliot ignited a spark in Dave,
casting him in Red Herring; that spark led to a flame that burns for
performing arts. May Elliot’s smile and positivity inspire others!

Julie Simeone as Hope

Julie is thrilled to be part of the cast of Mainers! Previous shows
include T&C’s One Acts, Plaza Suite and Tony ‘n Tina’s Wedding.
Julie enjoys photography, writing, singing and playing with her two
dogs. Thank you to husband Pete, son Max, family and friends for
their love and support. Special thanks to Tom “Danny” for his patience,
Meg’s wisdom, Jessa’s sunshine and Paul for the opportunity.
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WHO'S WHO

Tom Hawe as The Man

Tom is a resident of Newtown, PA and he’s thrilled to have this
opportunity to perform with Town and Country Players. Tom thanks his
wife and children for their support!

Jackie Parzanese as Rhonda

Jackie is excited to return to the Town & Country stage. Recently, you
saw her as Yertle the Turtle in Seussical or as Eunice Hubble in A
Streetcar Named Desire. Usually, you’ll find her behind the scenes,
most notably as VP of Youth Outreach on T&C’s Board of Directors.
Jackie thanks the cast & crew for their hard work on this adorable and
heartwarming show! #thistimewithmouths

Kevin Christian as Dave

Kevin is proud to finally get to take the T&C stage. He has bounced
around the local theatre circuit over the last ten years, having spent
most of them acting and directing. Thank you to his amazing scene
partner(s) and the whole amazing cast and crew for the warm
welcome. As always special thank you to Shakespeare.

T&C’S
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

Judith Flaxman James Stabilito Bob & Florence
Dolceamore

Supporting Cast Leading Role Supporting Cast

James & Sue Palmer Deborah Glick Gordon Shankman
Leading Role Supporting Cast Supporting Cast

Briana O’Handley Rich & Wendy Kravitz

Supporting Cast Supporting Cast

Copyright © 2023 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



WHO'S WHO

Paul Waldowski Director

This is Paul’s first full play as the Director! Paul has directed a number of T&C One Acts as well
as performed in musical theater and ran crew. Paul notes, the great thing about T&C, is it offers
opportunities to learn from both sides of the stage. While it’s always fun working within casts and
crew, this time, it’s special leading this fantastic cast and crew as the Almost, Maine Director.

Anne Hauck Producer

This is Anne’s 40th + year in Community Theater and 25th year with Town and Country Players.
She has stage managed, produced, directed, and designed sets, lights, and costumes. “Thank
you, Walter, for your loving support! It’s a lot of fun having a partner in community theater!”

Jessa Casner Stage Manager

Jessa is excited to travel to Almost, Maine with the cast and crew! Jessa is a childcare teacher at
Bright Light Early Learning Center. Some favorite past credits include Gertrude McFuzz in
Seussical, Pearl in SpongeBob the Musical (EPAC) and Susie Bones in Puffs (T&C). A million
thanks to the wonderful cast and crew! Love to her friends, family and Kevin for all their support!

Jon Knapp Set Design

In his 50-something years, he’s worked onstage and backstage both professionally and just for
fun. Jon studied Comm and Theatre at WCU and after graduation held arts mgmt positions at
Long Wharf and McCarter Theatres. He and his wife, Lauren’s, greatest accomplishment is
raising two wild animals to become fine men.

Barb Emch Scenic Design

Barb has been a member of the T&C family for many years. She has done set decoration and
artistic canvases for many of the shows that bring our audiences great pleasure each season.
Having majored in the arts Barb is excited to use her artistic creativity to produce visual scenery
that best expresses the unique essence of each show. Barb wishes the Almost, Maine cast and
crew the very best!
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WHO'S WHO

Jim McIntosh Sound Design

Jim has been involved in the entertainment industry for over 35 years. He holds a B.A. in Theater
from Rutgers University and has worked as a Performer, Stage Manager, Light and Sound
Technician, and Scenic Carpenter. He has been a member of Town & Country Players for 9 years
and is one of the founding members of R5 Productions (www.r5productions.org)

Walter Hauck Lighting & Sound Design

Walter began working the technical side of theater at Paramus (NJ) High School. After college, he
worked with Winnetka (IL) Community Theater, Appletree Theater Company (Highland Park, IL),
and as lighting tech, lighting designer, stage manager, and Board member with Peninsula Musical
Theater (Belmont, CA). Walter has been with T&C since 1994 as lighting tech, VP Tech’l Ops,
and lighting designer.

Meet T&C’s 2023 Board Members

Matthew Schultheis
President

Valerie Sharper
Executive Vice President

Meg Waldowski
Vice President of Productions

David Sharper
Treasurer

Janemarie Cloutier
Secretary

Sandy Brodsky
Vice President of Membership

Jon Knapp
Vice President of Tech Ops

Sheldon Zeff
Vice President of Marketing & Publicity

Jackie Parzanese
Vice President of Youth Outreach
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T&C WANTS YOU TO KNOW ......

Welcome to the Town and Country Players’ 2023 Season. This season is
our 76th season of bringing quality community theater to the Bucks
County Area.

Last year, we celebrated our 75th Anniversary Season with a full
schedule, including five mainstage productions, a One Act Festival, a
24-Hour Play Festival, a Ballet, and a Holiday Show. This year, we once
again have a full calendar of events, with five mainstage shows, the
return of our One Act Festival and Holiday Show, and a new-to-T&C
Youth Musical this summer. In addition, we are continuing to offer our
Youth Workshops this summer, and other workshops on all aspects of
theater throughout the year.

But none of our productions would be possible without the having a
location to perform in. This winter, we accomplished major upgrades in
our space to both improve the patron experience and the quality of the
product presented on stage.

The major upgrade this winter was a $20,000 improvement to our front
parking lot. As you may be aware, due to environmental concerns and
the need to control storm water runoff, our parking areas are not paved,
but grass covered. In general, this works well, but in times of heavy rain,
can cause issues.

To address this, we installed environmentally friendly permeable pavers
to stabilize the handicapped and front parking areas and improve the
experience for our patrons. We were also able to significantly upgrade
our electrical system in support of our stage lighting needs.

Of course, we never want to stop improving our unique facility. Our next
planned capital improvement project is the installation of an ADA
compliant handicap ramp to allow easier access to our facility for all. To
get this ramp built, we will continue to rely upon the support of our
patrons and donors to enable us to provide high quality community
theater to all the residents of the Central Bucks area for many years to
come.

In closing, I would like to thank all of our patrons, season ticket holders,
Gold Patrons, and donors over the years. Your generosity has enabled
us to keep the lights on, improve our infrastructure, and weather hard
times.

Matthew Schultheis
President, Town and Country Players
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T&C WANTS YOU TO KNOW ......

Become a Friend of Town and Country Players

This year Town and Country Players is celebrating its 76th Season.

Our theatre is run by volunteers and we rely on your generous, tax-
deductible financial support to help defray the cost of our lovely facility.

Please add your name to our "Circle of FriendsCircle of Friends" so that we can continue
to provide you with high quality productions and theatre workshops for
many years to come.

Your donation will be acknowledged on our "Circle of FriendsCircle of Friends" page next
season.

We are deeply grateful for your generous support.

Please enclose the form below with your check or money order and mail
to:

Town and Country Players
PO Box 323
Doylestown, PA 18901

Contributions can also be made through PayPal on our website at:

www.townandcountryplayers.org

Producer's Circle $1,000 and up
Director's Chair $500 - $999
Leading Role $100 - $499
Supporting Cast Up to $99

Name: ____________________________________________

Street: ____________________________________________

City: _____________________ State: ___________ Zip: __________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________

Town and Country Players is a 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit organization
Your gift is tax deductible
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T&C WANTS YOU TO KNOW ......

On Stage Next Month at T&C
Don't miss this family favorite
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