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Songs

Hot Chocolate
A Marshmallow World

White Christmas
Kissin in the Cold

It’s Not Christmas Without You
Christmas (Baby Please Come Home)
Christmas Isn’t Canceled (Just You)

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year
Greatest Time of Year

When Christmas Comes to Town
Santa Tell Me

Man with the Bag
The Most Wonderful Day of the Year (Misfit Toys)

Grown-Up Christmas List
Sparklejollytwinklejingley

The Chipmunks Song
At This Table

All I Want for Christmas (Is my Two Front Teeth)
Nuttin for Christmas

I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas
Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree

There is a Santa Claus
Rockin’ Around the Pole
A Hand for Mrs. Claus

Surabaya Santa
What are you Doing New Year's Eve?

Sisters
The Prayer

When We’re Together
What Christmas Means to Me
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T&C INSIGHTS

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

First and foremost, thank you so much for seeing this production. Not only am I
thanking you for supporting Town and Country Players, but for supporting local
theater and artists everywhere. Art is so important in this world, and after almost
two years without it in its traditional form, it is a thrill to bring a production before an
audience once again.

The holidays have always been my favorite time of year. I basically have Hanukkah
gelt and Christmas egg nog coursing through my veins. The minute November 1st
hits, I start blasting the yuletide bangers, screening my favorite specials, and trying
to scope out the best light shows in the tri-state area. Simply put: I am the real-life
Buddy the Elf. So when the opportunity arose for me to direct the holiday show at
T&C again, my hand raised like an over eager student who knew all the answers.

My vision was to create something both classic and modern, using the themes of
nostalgia and community to navigate our way through holly jolly hit after hit. I
wanted there to be humor and fun, and most of all, a cast that truly wanted to be
here because 1. They love to perform and 2. They love to make holiday magic.

I must say, not to hype you up too much before a show, that we assembled the
Avengers: Endgame of holiday talent for this show. This cast is honestly incredibly
talented, but more importantly, a joy to work with. I believe in my rehearsal rooms to
paint in broad strokes and allow my actors the freedom to fill in those details so their
voices are heard. The choices these actors have made…They make me laugh.
They make me cry. They make me scream giddily in pure joy. I am so incredibly
proud, and I know that they will blow you away!

I’d like to thank some individuals for making this show possible. This show would
not be possible without our greatest cheerleader and defender, our producer, Jenny
McNiven. Jenny led from the behind the scenes with an openness and positivity that
truly spread to myself and the rest of the production team. Next, I’d like to thank our
incredible stage manger, Jessa Casner, for her can do attitude, her dedication to
this production, and her unique style and flare. Heidi New, our Music Director, is an
absolute miracle worker, truly going above and beyond to make sure that every
number was well rehearsed, stylistically fun, and showcased everyone perfectly.
And Maggie Brennan, our Choreographer, made magic time and time again with
every dance she choreographed. She made simple combinations into outstanding
production numbers that will make you want to join in on the fun. I’d also like to
thank Matt, Scott, Dave, and Janemarie, our amazing technical team, for helping
bring the world of this show to life through lights, sound, and jaw dropping holiday
set dressing. You have made my holiday dreams come true. I also want to thank
the board of Town and Country Players for allowing me the opportunity to create
this production for you! Lastly, I’d like to thank you, our audience and patrons, for
your continued support. We hope to see you for more productions throughout T&C’s
76th season in 2023.

Enjoy the show everyone.
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T&C INSIGHTS

A Note from T&C's President

Welcome to the Town and Country Players’ 2022 Season. This represents a
milestone year in our history, as this is our 75th season of bringing quality
community theater to the Bucks County Area.

Town and Country Players got its start in 1948, with a production of The Late
George Apley, performed at the Doylestown Borough School. T&C moved to our
current location, “The Barn,” in 1953, renting the barn until we purchased it in 1962.
Throughout the years, we have made many improvements to our space, including
air conditioning, catwalks, raked seating, sound and lighting improvements, and -
perhaps most importantly - our addition in 2014 which tripled the number of
restrooms and added rehearsal space.

That said, T&C is more than just the name and the barn that we perform in. If one
looks at our database of past productions, one will find a list of nearly 4000
individuals who have been involved in our productions over the years, from actors,
musicians, directors, and producers, to designers, technicians, carpenters, stage
crew, and stage managers. This doesn’t include those members who have
supported us in other areas, including the myriad of business/operational areas
required to continuously bring productions to the stage.

Of course, all the effort required to bring a production to the stage wouldn’t count for
much without the support of our community. From the 400 patrons who came to see
The Late George Apley in 1948 to the 150 who can fill the house for each
performance our intimate theater today, without our patrons, all those hours and
late nights spent rehearsing, designing, building would be for naught.

I also want to thank all those who have donated to T&C over the years. Your
generosity has enabled us to keep the lights on, improve our infrastructure, and
weather hard times (like the last couple of years).

When we started to plan our 75th season, we decided to focus on large cast,
generally happy/uplifting shows after two seasons impacted by COVID. We also
wanted to celebrate our 75th season by selecting shows with either a tie to either
T&C or to the Bucks County area. We are closing our milestone year with two
familiar events. Hot Cocoa Holiday is this year’s installment of T&C’s traditional
holiday show. Whether you have seen our previous holiday shows or not, I hope
you enjoy today’s performance.

Matthew Schultheis

President, Town and Country Players
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T&C INSIGHTS

A Christmas Poem

by Emily Reese

Deck the halls with bells of holly
What’s your reason to be jolly?
Do you feel the world unkind?

What brings the spirit to your mind?
My family comes and hugs me tight

I see the North Star with its shining light
There are so many reasons for happiness

Each of us is deeply blessed
But life has not been easy, as of late

With a pandemic showing us a dimmer fate
But so far each one of us has survived

And in this theater we relearn how to thrive
We rediscover the holiday spirit

We listen to these voices and hear it
The songs are much older than our heartache

And we’ve taken the time we need to take
And now we’re ready, we can stand here, be strong

Because smiling again is not wrong
As the gingerbread men take off their masks

We realize that even the worse times don’t last
But the Christmas spirit will always come round

When we hear that familiar sound
When we fa la la la la and deck the hall

We can start to overcome it all
When people suffer, when your heart hurts

When things seem to be at their worst
That’s when we need Christmas most of all

And we can have it, summer winter spring or fall
But most deeply in this month of December

It is important for us to remember
That no matter how things make us feel

Christmas can always help us heal
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Cast Members
Performer Jennifer Ahr

Performer Marisa Albano

Performer Sami Blake

Performer Karen Cameron

Performer Sierra Elise

Performer Jesica Counts

Performer Tobiann Corbin-Reinhard

Performer Blake Donovan

Performer Miki Fuentes

Performer Alexandra Goia

Performer Marisa Kaplan

Performer Cameron Keller

Performer Andrew Kind-Rubin

Performer Julie Massa

Performer Gabriella Morgan

Performer Jackie Parzanese

Performer Lucia Rivera

Performer Phillip Schneller

Performer Alexander Schultheis

Performer Ana Sica

Performer Jennie Temple

Performer Maddy Wayne

Performer Kelly White

Featured Dancers Gabriella Morgan
Alexandra Goia

Sami Blake
Miki Fuentes

Jackie Parzanese

CAST
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Production Staff & Crew
Director J Giachetti

Producer Jenny McNiven

Musical Director Heidi New

Stage Manager Jessa Casner

Choreographer Maggie Brennan

Technical Design David Sharper

Lighting Design Matthew Schultheis

Scene Design Consulant Janemarie Coultier

Light Board Operator David Massa

Program Kim O'Byrne
Jean Laustsen
Eric Raymond

PRODUCTION TEAM
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WHO'S WHO

Jennifer Ahr as Performer

Jennifer hopes you enjoy the seasonal serenading and spirited singing
in this holiday production! Previously at T & C in The Sound of Music,
The Best of the Best, Oklahoma!, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, and
several Holiday Shows and Zoom productions. Elsewhere Evita, The
Sound of Music, Cabaret. Much love and thanks to my loves Paul,
Madeleine, & Emilie.

Marisa Albano as Performer

Marisa is an actress from Staten Island, New York, who is thrilled to
be making her PA debut! She is a recent graduate from The College of
Staten Island, majoring in drama with a minor in American Sign
Language. She has loved singing all her life and is so happy to share
that love with all of you! Some favorite roles lately are, Sally Perks in
Puffs, Lilith in She Kills Monsters, and Al T. Wolf in The True Story of
The Three Little Pigs. Holidays everyone, and enjoy the show!

Sami Blake as Performer

Sami is excited to be a part of the Holiday show. She recently
graduated from Ithaca College, with a BFA in Musical Theater. Some
favorite credits: Legally Blonde/Paulette, Annie/Miss Hannigan,
Hookman/Jess, Rent/Ensemble, The Trail to Oregon/Mother. Sami is
extremely passionate about Body positivity, Equality and Mental
Health Advocacy. Sami’s main goal is to continue her best friend Eric
Simon's legacy in all the art she creates. She wants to thank everyone
in the show as well as J, Maggie, Heidi and Jessa for being an
incredible team.

Karen Cameron as Performer

Karen is over the moon to be involved in the 2022 Hot Cocoa Holiday
Show! She is so grateful to be working with the amazingly talented
cast and crew that has joined together to bring you all great holiday
cheer and warm wishes to all! We hope you enjoy the show! So much
love to my mom and dad, Forrest, Ryan, and my brothers and sister
for their unending love and support. Season’s Greetings to all!

Copyright © 2022 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



WHO'S WHO

Sierra Elise as Performer

Sierra is thrilled to make her T&C debut in A Hot Cocoa Holiday! She
finds magic in the holiday season and hopes everyone loves the show.
This past summer, Sierra performed in Shrek the Musical, Jr. at The
Surflight Theatre (NJ). Sierra is an 8th grade student and studies voice
with Rita Perez. She is grateful to her family & friends for supporting
her dreams. You can follow Sierra on Instagram at sierra_rising

Jesica Counts as Performer

Jesica is absolutely thrilled to be performing in her first production at
Town & Country Players. For the past year, she’s been performing in
plays at Village Players of Hatboro. So, she’s excited to get back to
her singing roots & create some magical holiday music. Break legs
cast & crew & happy holidays to all!

Tobiann Corbin-Reinhard as Performer

Tobi is thrilled to be making her holiday show debut and working with
this incredibly talented cast, crew, and production team! Tobi was last
seen on the T&C stage playing Sister Berthe in The Sound of Music
and couldn't be happier to once again share the stage with some of
her favorite fake nuns. Many thanks to The Silver Fox for his
unwavering love and support.

Blake Donovan as Performer

Blake is an actress and singer in Central NJ. Some favorite credits
include Matilda the Musical/Teen Ensemble/Dance Captain, Shrek
The Musical/Young Fiona and Mama Bear, High School
Musical/Thespian, and Internet Cats/Sleepy Cat. Blake trains in acting
and voice at The Prep under Andrew Wigder and Sam Parker. She
would like to thank her instructors at The Prep, her family and friends,
and everyone who has supported her through the years! She is thrilled
to join the stage with such talented musicians and be a part of this
holiday extravaganza!
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WHO'S WHO

Miki Fuentes as Performer

Miki is thrilled to be back on stage with T&C for another holly, jolly
holiday show! Some of her past credits include Sandy Cheeks in The
Spongebob Musical (Civic Theatre of Allentown) and Hannah in Puffs!
(T&C). She may be asking Santa for a hippopotamus this Christmas,
but her biggest wish is for everyone watching to appreciate the
amazing folks in the production team, cast, and crew for all of their
hard work on this wonderful show.

Alexandra Goia as Performer

Alexandra is truly excited to be part of another wonderful Christmas
show with T&C! Formerly having been Mrs. Claus (#5), who has since
separated from the jolly man himself, she has become a festive diva in
her own right. She’s ready to be rocking around the Christmas tree,
the North Pole, and whatever else could use some rocking and rolling.
Previous roles include Sunny the Bard/The Stage Manager Lions in
Illyria (SIST) and Martha Dunnstock in Heathers the Musical (DUC).
She thanks her parents for always being her biggest fans, and J for
constantly pushing her out of her comfort zone to do what she loves to
do.

Marisa Kaplan as Performer

Marisa is a native of Bucks County and is making her debut in this
year’s Holiday Cabaret. She is a voice teacher and adjunct voice
faculty at both The Pennington School & The George School. She is a
graduate of the Steinhardt School at NYU where she studied Classical
Voice and Vocal Pedagogy. She also holds a theatre degree from
Franklin & Marshall College. She has been involved with the Miami
Music Festival where she has played the role of Tigrane in Handel’s
Radamisto and covered the role of Pamina in Mozart’s Die
Zauberflöte. Her favorite roles include Mother Abbess from The Sound
of Music and Anfisa in Three Sisters. Please check out her work at
www.marisakaplan.com
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WHO'S WHO

Cameron Keller as Performer

I am so excited to be in my first show here at Town & Country players!
It’s a breath of fresh air to be able to perform again with some
amazing people. I’d like to thank my family and friends for always
supporting every endeavor, and my cat Whiskey for keeping me sane.
During the day, I’m a geriatric speech pathologist, but after hours, you
can catch me at the gym, or staying up too late scrolling on TikTok.
Happy Holidays everyone, and enjoy the show!

Andrew Kind-Rubin as Performer

Andy is thrilled to return to Town and Country after a six-year hiatus.
Andy’s previous T&C credits include Linus in You’re a Good Man
Charlie Brown, Larry in Company, Inherit the Wind and Baby. Other
favorite roles include Franz Liebkind in The Producers, Sir Evelyn in
Anything Goes and the father in All Shook Up. He looks forward to
continued involvement and the opportunity to exercise his vocal
chords and acting chops.

Julie Massa as Performer

Julie is thrilled to be spreading holiday cheer the best way: by singing
loud for all to hear! She hopes everyone enjoys the show and finds it a
lovely end cap to T&C’s 75th season. Happy Holidays to all and
thanks always to our fantastic cast and crew. Love to David and
Graham!

Gabriella Morgan as Performer

Gabriella is thrilled to be back at T&C for another holiday show. Some
of her previous roles include Spring Awakening (Dance Captain), A
Christmas Carol (Mrs. Cratchit), Heathers (Jill Sweeney/Big Bud
Dean), There’s Snow Place Like Home for the Holidays (Grace), and
She Kills Monsters (Kaliope). She wants to give a massive thank you
to the cast and production team for helping make the holiday season
magical. She would also like to give her biggest and warmest thanks
to her family for all of their love and support during this process.
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WHO'S WHO

Jackie Parzanese as Performer

Jackie is delighted to be sharing the stage with so many fantastically
festive friends in this year’s holiday show. Most recently, you may
have seen her on stage in A Streetcar Named Desire as Eunice
Hubbel (T&C), or behind the scenes as a Stage Manager of A
Christmas Carol (T&C). Jackie is also VP of Youth Outreach on T&C’s
Board of Directors. When she’s not rocking around the pole, you can
find her teaching at Pine Run Elementary School. She would like to
thank Dana for everything she does, and she hopes you enjoy the
show!

Lucia Rivera as Performer

Lucia is very excited to be a soloist in A Hot Cocoa Holiday! She loves
acting and singing and she loves doing shows at Town & Country
Players, especially when she gets to meet new people. She would like
to thank her family for their help and support: Charlotte, Daddy,
Mommy, Brett, and Nena.

Phillip Schneller as Performer

Phillip is very excited to be a part of this year’s Holiday Show! Phillip is
currently a senior at Central Bucks High School East and performed at
Town & Country as ensemble in Oklahoma!, Skut Farkus in A
Christmas Story, and ensemble in the 2019 Holiday Show. He could
also be seen as Sebastian in Patriot Players’ production of The Little
Mermaid in November. He wishes the rest of the company a great
show and happy holidays to all!

Alexander Schultheis as Performer

Alexander is thrilled to be back on stage at T&C for another Holiday
Show! He was last seen last December searching the skies for Santa
on stage. Alexander is in second grade and loves everything
Christmas. When not decorating or baking cookies, he is actively
involved in cub scouts, karate, and curling. Much love to his mom and
dad and family for supporting him and to his cat Picasso whom he is
sad cannot participate.
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WHO'S WHO

Ana Sica as Performer

Ana is excited to be making her debut on the T&C stage! Ana is a
third-grade teacher at Pine Run Elementary, and she graduates next
week with her Master’s in Social-Emotional Learning. She’s excited to
be back on the stage doing what she loves, and she has enjoyed
working with the cast and crew in this sparklejollytwinklejingley holiday
show. Ana wants to thank her family, friends, coworkers, and students
for coming out this weekend and appreciates them for their constant
love, laughter, and support every day!

Jennie Temple as Performer

Jennie is excited to be a part of this very talented group of performers
at Town & Country Players. Jennie has performed with a variety of
choirs from her college choir to the Austin Civic Chorus and most
recently the Round Rock Community Choir in Round Rock, TX. Jennie
currently lives in Chalfont with her family.

Maddy Wayne as Performer

Maddy’s stage experience included last year’s T&C’s Christmas Play
and T&C’s summer camp one-act plays. She was featured as the
Candyman in Willy Wonka, Zazu in The Lion King, and Spot in 101
Dalmatians as well as a featured soloist in her school choir and a
cantor at her local church. She loves to sing and is very excited about
being back at T&C. She would like to thank her Mom, Dad, brother
Christian, MiMi, Pop Pop, Grandmom and Dedu for all of their support
and love.

Kelly White as Performer

A Hot Cocoa Holiday marks Kelly's third production with T&C! Last
seen as Eve in Christmastown Kelly is thrilled to continue making
Holiday magic with the lovely Jessa Casner. Kelly thanks her friends,
neighbors, and extended family for their constant love, support, and
encouragement.
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WHO'S WHO

J Giachetti Director

J (b. 1995) is a professional non-binary actor, Dramatist Guild
Playwright and Lyricist, Artistic Director, arts educator, and avid poet.
Some of their previous creative/performance credits have been The
Nurse in Romeo and Juliet, Wayne Hopkins in Puffs Quasimodo in
The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Harry in Company, the book writer
and lyricist of Off-Broadway bound Relapse the Musical, and director
of She Kills Monsters (2022), Dog Sees God (2021), Laramie Project
(2019), How I Learned to Drive (2019), and Rabbit Hole (2018). They
are also the Community Engagement Manager, as well as a
performing and teaching artist, with Staten Island educational theater
company, Illuminart Productions.

Jenny McNiven Producer

Jenny is so glad she was gifted the opportunity to help bring this
magical production to our audiences this winter. Jenny has previously
produced The Best from the Best Cabaret with T&C, and recently
directed Kismet for Marshmallows as part of our One Acts Festival.
Favorite roles at T&C include Esmeralda in The Hunchback of Notre
Dame as well as performer in our 2018 & 2019 Holiday Shows. Much
love to Rykerman, the redheads, awesomeness, and many thanks to
J., Vicky, and the rest of the production team.

Heidi New Musical Director

Heidi is excited to return to the T&C Stage for this year’s holiday show.
She has been seen in past Town and Country productions most
recently as Sister Margaretta in The Sound of Music. Most of the time,
Heidi can be found teaching general music and theatre at an all-boys
private school. Thank you to my production team members for making
this holiday season a special one and for my friends and family for all
their support. Happy Holidays to all!
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WHO'S WHO

Maggie Brennan Choreographer

Maggie is excited to be back at T&C for her 2nd holiday show! She
graduated from Rider University with a BA in Arts Entertainment and
Industries Management. She has been training in dance for 22 years,
including 4 years within the Princeton Ballet Academy. Maggie is a
competitive dance instructor and choreographer based in NJ and is
excited to open her dance school, Maggie’s Dance Academy in the
near future #MDA! Shoutout to Joey, Mom, Dad, Julie, Nick, ReyRey,
Kirby & Harley; I have the best hype crew! Thank you J for allowing
me to work alongside you once again!

Jessa Casner Stage Manager

Jessa is overjoyed to be involved in a production that showcases such
wonderful and talented humans! This is her first-time stage managing
since college and it has been a fun and exciting journey. Thanks so
much to J., Jenny, Maggie, Heidi, Matt, David, and Vicky for their
combined efforts and dedication to making this holiday show such a
delight! Much love to Kev, Barnabus, and Peabo

Matthew Schultheis Lighting Design

Among his many contributions to T&C, Matthew's previous T&C work includes lighting design for
Deathtrap, Bonnie and Clyde, Holes, Good People, and Anne of Green Gables. His stage
management credits include the last few family musicals, The Hunchback of Notre Dame,
Oklahoma!, and The Sound of Music. He also has been serving as the President of Town and
Country Players since 2020. Love to Vicky and Alexander.

David Sharper Technical Design

David has been involved in over a hundred shows at T&C since 1984. He designed sets for Guys
& Dolls, Young Frankenstein, A Christmas Story, Bonnie and Clyde, The Hunchback of Notre and
more. He also serves as Treasurer for T&C.
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